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§ 1037.3 Claims. 

(a) In computing the amount of the 
loss for which the carrier will pay 
there will be deducted from the gross 
amount of the ascertained actual loss 
one-fourth of 1 percent of the estab-
lished loading weight to cover invisible 
loss and waste; provided, however, that 
where grain and grain products heat in 
transit and investigation shows that 
the invisible loss resulting therefrom 
exceeded one-fourth of 1 percent of 
such other amount as may hereafter be 
fixed in the manner above stated, and 
that the carrier is not otherwise liable 
for said loss, then the ascertained ac-
tual amount of the invisible loss due to 
heating of the grain and grain products 
will be deducted. 

(b) Where investigation discloses a 
defect in equipment, seal or seal 
record, or a transfer in transit by the 
carrier of a carload of bulk grain or 
grain products upon which the unload-
ing weight is less than the loading 
weight and the shipper furnishes duly 
attested certificates showing the cor-
rectness of the claimed weight, and in-
vestigation fails to show that the dis-
crepancy is due to defective scales or 
other shipper facilities, or to inac-
curate weighing or other error at point 
of origin or destination, or to fraud, 
then the resulting claim will be ad-
justed subject to the deductions au-
thorized in the immediately preceding 
paragraph (a) of this § 1037.3; provided, 
however, that the clear record of either 
the carrier’s or shippers’ facilities shall 
not be interpreted as affecting or 
changing the burden of proof now law-
fully resting upon either party. There-
fore, movement in a clear-record car is 
not conclusive evidence of the fact that 
the car is not defective. It must be con-
sidered along with other evidence to 
determine liability. See paragraph (e) 
of § 1037.1 

(c) In case of a disputed claim, the 
records of both the carrier and the 
claimant affecting the shipment in-
volved shall be available to both par-
ties. These records shall include a writ-
ten complaint, if any, filed by the ship-
per with the railroad at the time the 
car was placed for loading that the car 
was defective, and the written report of 
an investigation of the complaint, filed 

by the railroad with the shipper, if 
made. 

PART 1039—EXEMPTIONS 
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1039.10 Exemption of agricultural commod-

ities except grain, soybeans, and sun-
flower seeds. 
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§ 1039.10 Exemption of agricultural 
commodities except grain, soy-
beans, and sunflower seeds. 

The rail transportation of the com-
modities listed below is exempt from 
the provisions of subtitle IV of title 49, 
except that carriers must continue to 
comply with Board accounting and re-
porting requirements, including a brief 
statement in their annual reports of 
operations under this exemption, and 
must maintain copies of rates, charges, 
rules or regulations, for traffic moved 
under this exemption, at their prin-
cipal office, subject to inspection, and 
send a letter of notification to the 
docket [Ex Parte No. 346 (Sub-No. 14)], 
within 30 days, of the fact that they are 
using the exemption. All tariffs per-
taining to the transportation of these 
miscellaneous commodities will no 
longer apply except to the extent 
adopted by carrier quotations. The cat-
egories of commodities which are ex-
empt under this decision, by Standard 
Transportation Commodity Code 
(STCC) number are: 
01 ......................... Farm products, with the exception of 

grain (STCC No. 0113), soybeans 
(STCC No. 01144), and sunflower 
seeds (STCC No. 0114940). 

09 ......................... Fresh fish and other marine products. 
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